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Protocol for Data Security in EHR Systems -

Configuration Manual

Murphy Elo
x21220263

1 Introduction

This configuration manual will guide you in understanding the system software setup,
and the necessary steps to implement this research project: Attribute-Based Encryption
and Key Agreement Protocol for Data Security in EHR Systems.

2 System Configuration

These are the system software setup used for implementation:

• Docker 4.21.1 for running Django and Flask containers

• Python 3.3 to run Charm’s framework on Flask for Ciphertext - Attribute-Based
Encryption (CP-ABE) protocol.

• Python 3.10 for the EHR system on Django

• Kivy 2.2.1 for developing the mobile app.

3 Software Installation

3.1 Docker Installation

Docker has been used to provide isolated containers for the Django and Flask environ-
ments. The EHR system runs on Django, and the proposed algorithms run on the Flask
framework. Below are the steps to install Docker and run the services using the given
Docker Compose file in the downloaded code folder.

Step 1: Install Docker: To run the Docker Compose configuration, you need to
have Docker installed on the system. To install Docker, open the terminal and use the
following command in the Figure 1:

Step 2: Create Directory Folder: Create a directory folder and place the Django
and Flask application code along with their respective Dockerfiles in the directory. The
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Figure 1: Install Docker

Figure 2: Directory Structure

directory structure should look like the Figure 2.

Step 2: Configure Docker-compose.yml: Now CD into the project directory
created and run the following command to start the Docker service:

docker-compose up -d.

The -d flag runs the services in the background. The Django and Flask applications
should now be running. You can access them using the following URLs:

Django: http://localhost:8000
Flask: http://localhost:5000

3.2 Kivy Installation

Kivy was used in this project to build the mobile app as the third party system. It is an
open-source Python App Development Framework. You will need to install Kivy in the
development environment. Use the following command to install Kivy:

pip3 install kivy

3.2.1 Required Kivy Dependencies

After installation, run the following command to install the requirements.txt file to have
the mobile app running:
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pip install requirements.txt

Figure 3: Requirements File for Mobile App

4 Implementation

The data modification algorithm scheme can be seen implemented in the abe.py file that
can be found in the flask folder of the code:

To provide secure communication between the Django-built EHR system and Kivy-
built mobile app, ECDH (Elliptic Curve Diffie-Hellman) has been implemented in the
ecdh.py file that can be found in the ehr-main folder of the code, and the main.py file in
the kivy app folder.

5 Evaluation

As an evaluation of the result, a mobile app is implemented as a third-party system
performing patient health data retrieval from the EHR system.
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Figure 4: Code Snippet for Data Modification

Figure 5: Code Snippet for Secure Communication
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Figure 6: Kivy Mobile App Login
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Figure 7: Patient Retrieval Interface

Figure 8: Shared Key for Secure Communication
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