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Configuration Manual

Shantanu Dileep Paranjpe
x19115644

1 Introduction

Configuration manual is a document that provides all the details related to the download-
ing, installation, and setup details. In this configuration manual, the steps for installing
the NS2 simulator, the detailed steps for downloading and installing the NSG (Network
Scenario Generator) tool along with the xgraph tool are provided in detail. The manual
is split into 3 sections in which section 1 provides information related to the downloading
of the software and tools required for the project, Sections 2 deals with the installation of
the tools and Section 3 provides the software setup related details and other implement-
ation details. The project emphasizes on the network simulation using NS2 simulator
in combination with NSG2 which is used as tool for building the scenarios related to
the simulationIssariyakul and Hossain (2009). To test the setup, a virtual machine with
Ubuntu OS is created in Oracle Virtual Boc for simulating the wireless network topology.

2 Downloading of Software and Tools

2.1 Oracle Virtual Box

The Oracle Virtual Box software is a hosted hypervisor that is installed and executed
on the top of the host operating system. The Oracle Virtual Box is a open source soft-
ware providing high performance and multiple features that are offered to users with a
user-friendly graphical user interface Li (2010). It allows the users to create several guest
operating system on a single physical machine. Oracle Virtual Box has been used in
this project for creating a 64-bit virtual machine with Ubuntu guest operating using the
below configuration:

RAM: 4GB
vCPU: 1
Storage: 40GB 1

1https://www.virtualbox.org/
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Figure 1: Oracle Virtual Box Configuration

2.2 Network Scenario Generator 2

The NSG2 is a software that can be used for building the simulation scenarios in a user-
friendly environment. It was built by Pen-Jung Wu at the National University in Taiwan
Huang and Shahnasser (2011). The network scenario generator has been used in our pro-
ject in combination with the NS2 simulator to generate the wireless topology for testing
the customized algorithm using SDN. Instead of manually writing the tcl code, the user
can create the .tcl file in an automated manner using the NS2 network scenario generator.
The highlighting characteristics of this tool are as follows:

1. The NSG2 is a tool that offers both the simplex and duplex network links for wired
as well as wireless topology.

2. It supports different types of application-based traffic like the CBR (Constant Bit
Rate, FTP (File transfer Protocol) and UDP (User Datagram protocol).

3. It also provides support for numerous routing protocols like DSR, AODV and DSDV
and TORA.

4. It also enables the user to set the total duration of the simulation as per the re-
quirements of the project and to save the generated simulation scenario in the form of a
tcl file that can be used along with the ns command to run the simulation.

The NSG2(Network Simulator 2) tool can be downloaded in the form of a.jar file from
the below source: 2

2https://ns2blogger.blogspot.com/2014/04/nsg-21-tcl-script-generator.html
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Figure 2: Network Scenario Generator for NS2

2.3 Network Simulator 2

NS2 is a simulator that makes use of events to perform the simulation of both wireless and
wired networks. It also helps in the simulation of wireless routing protocols and network
functions. The NS2 simulator offers users the ability to control and manage the beha-
viour of these routing algorithms in real-time. The NS2 simulator simulates the network
protocols such as the UDP and TCP, traffic patterns like the Telnet, Constant Bit Rate
(CBR), and routing protocols like Dynamic Source Routing and Ad-hoc Distance vector
Routing. Due to its modular and flexible nature, NS2 has acquired worldwide popularity
as a stable network simulator which can be extensively used in the networking and re-
search fields. In our project, NS3 has been used for creating a wireless network topology
to demonstrate the use of the SDN in combination of link weight routing algorithm. The
network topology mainly comprises of the wireless sensor nodes in which the wireless
sensor nodes generate the IoT traffic and pass the traffic to the SDN controller which
receives the packet and sends the traffic to the destination node using the best available
path. NAM is an animation tool that is used for viewing the NS2 simulation traces and
events that are created with help of the Network Scenario Generator tool. The NAM
window is activated upon the execution of the Tcl script. The url for downloading NS2
is given as a footnote. 3

3https://www.absingh.com/ns2
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3 Installation of Software Tools and Packages

Once all the required tools and softwares are downloaded for our project, the next step
involves installation of all the tools. The installation of the tools is performed as below:
1. Installation of NS2 Package
2. Installation of Network Scenario Generator
3. Installation of xgraph

3.1 Installation of NS2 package

The below steps are used for installing the Network Simulator 2 on Ubuntu 64-bit oper-
ating system:
Step1: The prerequisite for installing the NS2 package is to update the Ubuntu reposit-
ories using the below command:

Figure 3: Updating the Ubuntu Operating system

Step2: The Network Simulator 2 package can be installed using the below command.

Figure 4: NS2 Package Installation
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Step3: Once NS2 is installed, the NAM package is installed for graphically representing
the network simulation traces.

Figure 5: Network Animator Installation

3.2 Network Scenario Generator Execution

After installing OpenJDK, the Network Scenario Generator is executed as a jar file. The
NSG2 jar file can be executed using the below command

Figure 6: Network Scenario Generator Execution
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Figure 7: Network Scenario Generator Main Window

3.3 Wireless Topology Setup

In order to create a wireless topology, the “New wireless scenario” option is selected.
On clicking new wireless scenario, a window is opened with all the options for creating
wireless topology.

Figure 8: Network Scenario Generator Wireless Scenario

The wireless scenario can be generated by creating the wireless sensor nodes by clicking
on the option called as “Node”. The nodes will be numbered as n0, n1. . . .so on.
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Figure 9: NSG2 Topology creation

Next, a TCP agent and a TCP Sink agent is attached to the source node and the
Sink node so as to establish a TCP connection between the wireless node(n0) and the
Sink node(n3).

Figure 10: TCP agent and Sink Agent

For transferring the data through the TCP connection a cbr or ftp agent is attached to
the TCP agent.

In the next step, the simulation time can be defined by entering the Start Time as
1sec and Stop time as 15sec.
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Figure 11: FTP agent attach to the TCP agent

Figure 12: Simulation Time

Lastly, the simulation parameters like the total simulation time, name of the trace file
and name of the Nam output file are defined.
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Figure 13: Simulation Setup

Before saving the simulation, wireless routing protocol like AODV, DSDV and DSR
can be set by clicking on a tab named wireless.

Figure 14: Simulation Parameters

In the final step, the simulation is saved in the form of a .tcl file which can be used with
the ns command to display the simulation workflow.
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Figure 15: TCL Scripting

After saving the simulation as a TCL file, the tcl file can be executed for running the
simulation scenarios. For running the simulation, ns command is used followed by the
name of the tcl file. The name of the tcl file used in the project is wireless1.tcl. When the
tcl file is executed, it calculates the number of nodes that are part of the topology design
and generates the corresponding number of wireless nodes as per the topology setup and
also labels the nodes and performs the initialization of the tcp, udp or cbr traffic. The
simulator runs the simulation as per the time defined in the NSG2 wireless scenario.

Figure 16: NS2 TCL script Execution

When the TCL script is executed, it transfers the call to a .nam file and displays the
simulation output. As seen in the below figure, the topology consists of wireless nodes.
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Figure 17: NS2 NAM Output

4 Plotting Simulation Traces on XGraph

For evaluation of results, a tool known as xgraph is used which helps to plot the in-
formation related to different performance like Throughput, response time and average
end-to-end delay in a graphical format. xgraph can downloaded in the form of a tar ball
using the below link:

Figure 18: XGraph

In order to use xgraph, the contents of the tar gzip file are extracted. For extracting the
contents of the gzip tar file, -xvf option is used in the tar command where x stands for
extract, v stands for verbose and f stands for the name of the tar file. Xgraph is a tool
that is used to present the graphical output of the simulation scenarios. Xgraph plots
the graph using a X11 window by capturing the data from either the simulation trace
files or through the standard input. It annotates the graphical display with axis labels,
tables and tick marks or grid lines legend and grid labels Patel et al. (2019). There are
several alternatives to regulate the appearance of the components of the Xgraph. The
graphical interface used to indicate the size and location and volume of the window is
dependent on the window manager which is being used. As soon as the X window is
opened, all the points in the data set or the simulation trace file are graphically displayed
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Figure 19: Xgraph

along with a legend. The trace file generated after the completion of the simulation is
used as an input to the xgraph command for generating the graphical representation of
the simulation events. 4

Figure 20: Xgraph-Command

4https://www.xgraph.org/linux/index.html
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The output of the xgraph command is as follows:

Figure 21: XGraph Sample Output

5 Implementation

The .tcl file built for creating the wireless topology is used along with the ns command to
run the simulation. The TCL script consists of 28 wireless nodes that communicate with
each other using the wireless links. The wireless nodes communicate with each other by
exchanging the ftp and cbr traffic over a TCP connection.

5.1 Code for Simulator Object Declaration:

Figure 22: Code for Simulator object Declaration
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5.2 TCL Code for Node Generation:

The wireless topology in our project consists of 28 wireless nodes attached with RFID
tags. The experiment is carried out by performing 5 iterations and varying the count of
nodes in each of the iterations. The position for the wireless nodes is set by defining the
position relative to the X, Y axis. These values are set by using the Network Scenario
Generator whereby the user drags the node to a particular position and the scenario
generator sets the position of the wireless node in the respective tcl file.

Figure 23: TCL for Node generation

5.3 Code for Link Weight Routing Algorithm

Figure 24: Code for Link Weight Routing Algorithm
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6 Scripts for Recording the Performance Statistics

The performance of the NS2 simulation is recorded by making the use of a performance
script. The scripting language for capturing the performance statistics is known as the
awk script. The awk is a language that is used for recording the below performance
parameters:

• Packet Delivery Ratio

• Average end-to-end Delay

• Throughput

6.1 Packet Delivery Ratio

The packet delivery ratio is the count of packets that were successfully received to the
count of the packets that were sent. The packet delivery ratio is measured in the form of
percentage. The results are captured by varying the number of nodes used in the topology
for the existing as well as the proposed algorithm. The awk script used for measuring
the packet delivery ratio is as follows:

Figure 25: AWK script for Packet Delivery Ratio

6.2 Average End-to-End Delay

The average end-to-end delay is the additional amount of time taken by a packet to reach
the destination after leaving the source node. It is computed as the difference between
the time taken by the packet and the expected time to reach the destination. The average
end-to-end delay is computed by using an awk script. The delay is captured based on
the count of the number used in the topology. The awk script used for analysing the
end-to-end is as follows:
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Figure 26: AWK script for Average End-to-End Delay

6.3 Throughput

The throughput of a network is measured by the rate at which the packets were transferred
from the source to the destination node. Whenever there is congestion in the network,
it results in packet loss and network congestion. The delay time can be calculated with
use of an awk script. The awk script used for analysing the throughput is as follows:

Figure 27: AWK script for Throughput
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